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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early microscopes:


The frame of this brass microscope consists of two similar halves, which are connected by means of three screws. One frame has an aperture surrounded by a thickened ring, into which the lens holder must be inserted. To the other frame a diaphragm revolver is attached, that has five apertures, the largest of which is also surrounded by a raised ring. In between both halves a specimen revolver is attached by means of the middle screw. The revolver has six apertures for specimens. There is no lens. The microscope is stored in a papier-mâché case (4x6x13) that has a wooden base and is covered with black fish-skin. The papier-mâché is made of printed paper, that appears to be printed with French words.

Several characteristics of the simple microscope that Christiaan Huygens developed in 1678 are present in this microscope. Yet the present instrument does not conform exactly to any of the sketches made by Huygens, also it has some inexplicable features (i.e., the big screws at the front that prevent its employment), but as the case is made from paper which is printed with a French text, it seems likely that this microscope could have originated from the immediate entourage of Christiaan Huygens or even from himself. 
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